" No, I support myself."

" Self-supporting. All right. You do not seem to be
very well off."

" No."

" H'm. But you are on a panel naturally ? Then
you'll just go into a lying-in home when things get as far
as that. You will not have any expenses, and they will
advise you kter on about the child. Thank heaven, in
these kst years we have got people to agree to unmarried
mothers retaining their social rights. You know, too,
that you are allowed to call yourself * Frau' ? Well,
don't lose your head. Shall I tell you how many illegi-
timate children are brought into the world each year,
according to statistics ? And they all thrive, believe me.
It's not nearly such a tragedy as you seem to imagine."

** Are there any statistics," said Helene softly, summon-
ing all her courage, " are there any statistics, Frau
Doktor, of the number of children who are not born ? "

A queer question from a typist, thought the doctor,
looking more closely at her patient.

** No," she said. " But I admit that they would amount
to a very large number. But let us stick to statistics,
Frau Schmidt," (she said Frau Schmidt and Helene
winced at the strangeness) " shall I tell you how many
mothers come to grief through trying to rid themselves
of their children ? And the way in which they come to
grief, Frau Schmidt, the dreadful way ? "

** That is why I came to you," answered Helene softly.

** So that's why, is it ? That is the reason. You all
come along and expect Frau Gropius to help. No, in
that case you have not come to the right address, Frau
Schmidt. In my opinion it is immoral. Don't mis-
understand me. I think it is immoral to shirk a respon-
sibility in that way. One must not take the easiest course.
That is my opiniocu It is through the hard knocks of
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